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sacred they will also be less privileged. Most of the larger
cities and towns are working on plans to restrict the wander-
ings of cattle in the main streets and bazaars.
The next logical step would be to ban the sale of cowhides.
But perhaps it is only the soul of the cow which is sacred.
In that case, the new laws should not unduly affect India's
valuable export of hides. Eighty per cent of the twenty
million cattle hides that the country has produced each year
have been derived from animals which have died a natural
death.
Indeed, if the project for turning India into a rest home
for aged and indigent cows is accompanied by effective
measures to improve the conditions in which they are kept,
the supply of hides might easily rise to new heights. It is
reliably reported that ninety per cent of the calves born in
some parts of India die in early youth, mostly of starvation.
So an improvement in their conditions might send the total
numbers well above the figure of no millions given at the
last animal census. It might also result in an increase in
the milk yield of Indian cattle to a level which could furnish
an important addition to the rationed and badly-balanced
diet of the vast majority of India's peoples.
Despite the new slaughter regulations, however, and the
religious beliefs in the sacred qualities of the cow, some
" unworthy " Hindus have already introduced a profitable
Black Market for the sale of beef to non-vegetarian groups
in India.
A long, two-column editorial that appeared in a popular
and widely-circulated Indian newspaper only a few months
ago touched on the facts and figures pertaining to the overall,
economic picture in relation to sterling and dollar balances
as regards imports and exports. It did not mince matters
when it said in part, " Authority itself has not yet shown
itself capable of producing either the requisite economic
understanding or the leadership which will be able to
demand top priority for economic issues. A far greater